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Mr. Gallinger presented the following 

MEMORIAL FROM THE MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES OF THE MEDI¬ 
CAL SOCIETY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, PRAYING THE 
PASSAGE OF THE BILL (H. R. 5731) TO REGULATE THE PRACTICE 
OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY, TO LICENSE PHYSICIANS AND 
SURGEONS, AND TO PUNISH PERSONS VIOLATING THE PRO¬ 
VISIONS THEREOF IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

To the Honorable Senate of the United States in Congress assembled: 
The undersigned, members of committees of the Medical Society of 

the District of Columbia, organized under an act of Congress passed 
in 1819, and of the Washington Homeopathic Medical Society, char¬ 
tered by Congress in 1870, have been charged by the societies respect¬ 
ively, with the duty of representing to your honorable body the neces¬ 
sity of the enactment of a law to regulate the practice of medicine in 
this District. In the discharge of this duty they respectfully represent 
to your honorable body that House bill No. 5731, with the amendments 
proposed by your Committee on the District of Columbia, which has 
been favorably reported and is now pending before your honorable 
body, is approved and recommended to your favorable consideration by 
the undersigned and the societies they represent. 

The Medical Society of the District of Columbia has 300 and the 
Washington Homeopathic Medical Society has 60 members, and it is 
believed this membership represents the consensus of professional 
and popular opinion in this country in regard to the necessity and wis¬ 
dom of such laws, which are now in force in forty-seven States and 
Territories in this country. One State and this District are without 
any such law. 

The undersigned further represents that House bill No. 5731, with 
the proposed amendments, has for its objects the protection of the com¬ 
munity from fraud, imposition, and ignorance, and the elevatiou of the 
standard of medical qualification to practice the liealing art and science. 
It has been demonstrated that a college diploma is not a guarantee of 
qualification to practice medicine, and that State laws establishing a 
uniform standard of qualification is the only method of attaining that 
standard of education and proficiency which fits physicians and surgeons 
to practice the science and art of medicine. 

The undersigned respectfully represent, furthermore, that House bill 
No. 5731, with the proposed amendments, makes no distinction of per¬ 
sons who have graduated from some medical college legally authorized 
to confer such degree, but establishes the same standard of qualifica- 
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tion for each and all applicants in those branches of medical science 
which are common to all systems of medicine, and permits all applicants 
to select special examination in the branches peculiar to the different 
systems, and is therefore absolutely fair and just to every qualified 
person. 

In view, therefore, of the fact, that can be verified by reference to the 
report of the Bureau of Education (p. 1617, 1896), that the medical 
profession as represented by the undersigned is seeking only such pro¬ 
tection of this community and such elevation of the standard of education 
as the legislatures of 47 States and Territories have guaranteed by 
statute laws to their citizens, the undersigned pray that the honorable 
Senate may grant to this community the protection herein set forth, by 
the passage of House bill No. 5731. 

Samuel C. Busey, M. D., 
President Medical Society, District of Columbia. 

William W. Johnston, M. D., 
Z. T. Sowers, M. D., 
0. A. A. Kleinschmidt, M. D., 
G. Wythe Cook, M. D., 
John S. McLain, M. D., 
Wm. 0. Woodward, M. D., 
G. L. Magruder, M. D., 

Committee of the Medical Society of the District of Columbia. 
J. B. Gregg Custis, M. D., 

Chairman Committee on Medical Legislation, 
Washington Homeopathic Medical Society. 

Wm. B. King, M. D., 
F. A. Gardner, M. D., 
L. B. SWORMSTEDT, M. D., 
Waterman F. Corey, M. D., 

Committee of the Washington Homeopathic Medical Society. 

O 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-06-29T12:18:26-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




